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Peel confronted these difficulties with undaunted
courage and a profound confidence in his capacity to
surmount them. He was supported hy a powerful
party, flushed with victory and, for a time, unswerving
in its allegiance. His colleagues were men of high
repute, approved capacity, and large public experience.
Wellington, who sat in the Cabinet without holding
any office, undertook the lead of the House of Lords.
Lyndhurst resumed the Chancellorship, and Lord Aber-
deen accepted the seals of the Foreign Office. In the
House of Commons the Prime Minister's principal
lieutenants were Sir James Graham, who became Home
Secretary; Goulburn, who became Chancellor of the
Exchequer, but was completely eclipsed by the financial
genius of his chief; Stanley, who became Secretary
of State for the Colonies, and Sir Henry Hardinge,
who, until he became Governor-General of India on
the recall of Lord Ellenborough, held the office of
Secretary at War. Among the younger men who owed
their promotion to Peel's discernment and afterwards
rose to high power and influence in the State were Lord
Canning, whom he had unsuccessfully invited to join
him in 1834} Lord Dalhousie, Lord Lincoln, afterwards
Duke of Newcastle, Mr. Sidney Herbert, Mr. Cardwell,
and, not least, Mr. Gladstone, who, as Vice-President of
the Board of Trade, became one of his chief assistants
in the preparation of his financial measures, and, next
to himself, their most powerful advocate in the House
of Commons. There was one young man of rare, but
as yet unrecognised, capacity and unbounded ambition
whom Peel passed over, though whether deliberately
or through inadvertence it is not easy to determine.